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MORSE MOUNTAIN GAINS MORE PROTECTION
A large portion of the last undeveloped barrier beach sys
tem in Maine received permanent protection in 1976 when
an easement on some 400 acres at Morse Mountain in
Phippsburg was donated to The Nature Conservancy. Sub
sequently, the owners gave title to this land to the BatesMorse Mountain Foundation which established the BatesMorse Mountain Coastal Research Area there, providing
for ongoing educational and scientific use. Thus a “double”
layer of protection was established for an area that can only
be described as an unusually significant natural area.
Now more than 175 additional acres have been protected;
first by a conservation easement to The Nature Conser
vancy, and second by a donation of the land under easement
to the Foundation for inclusion in the Research Area.
This additional gift is thanks to the generosity and fore
sightedness of Mr. and Mrs. George St. John c Bath. It was
they and two other branches of the family w.io combined
ownerships to make the original gift.
The new land being protected is woodland; largely pitch,
red and white pine interspersed with older deciduous trees.
Located on the back side of the Mountain, it provides long
term protection for the marshes on either side, but more
importantly, as can be seen from the map, it fills a major gap
in the protected area.
Part of this additional parcel fronts on the small 20-acre
Preserve actually owned by The Nature Conservancy. In
addition, The Nature Conservancy owns an 8-acre parcel on
the other side of the marsh.
The story of the protection of Morse Mountain is a long,
involved one, now going back more than 25 years. Recog
nition of the unique features of the area prompted the St.
John family of several generations to look for a way to
protect it and at the same time encourage further studies of
its unique qualities. They sought a system of checks and
balances to achieve this goal. The final solution, achieved in
late 1976, involved 19 family members of three branches,
working in coordination with The Nature Conservancy and
the Maine Coast Heritage Trust. The most recent gift is a
further commitment to this goal.
The Bates-Morse Mountain Research Area lies between
two tidal rivers, the Morse and the Sprague, and includes
over 150 acres of salt marsh, well over a mile of hard, flat,
sandy beach, and major upland areas. At low tide, this beach
stretches 400 feet from the dune ridge to the ocean waves.
The extensive dune system, known as Sewall Beach, with the
adjacent Popham Beach ( State Park), forms Maine’s
easternmost large dune system connected with a barrier
Continued on page 3

Morse Mountain Easement Area

Is la n d s o f L if e
Progress Report
Funds Raised
Cash and Pledges
Matching Gifts

$246,000
$246,000
$492,000

$118,000
Funds Remaining to Be Raised
$610,000
TOTAL GOAL:
Note: Generous support by the Chapter member
ship has put us within striking distance of our
ambitious goal to acquire eight coastal and
inland “Islands”, areas protecting habitat for
rare and endangered species.

V a i n e ^c h a f t e r n ^ s
Published six times a year by the Maine Chapter of The Nature
Conservancy. Comments and contributions of articles are
welcome.

Board of Trustees
OFFICERS Chairman: G. Robert Butler. Kennebunk; Vice
Chairmen: Philip W. Conkling, South Thomaston, C. Edwin
Meadows, Hampden; Secretary: Edward T. Richardson, Jr.,
South Portland; Treasurer: James Perry, Camden; TRUSTEES
Kilborn (Peter) Coe, Jr., Damariscotta; Peter Corcoran, South
Freeport; Sherry F. Huber, Falmouth; Alan Hutchinson,
Orono; H. Thomas Juenemann, Freeport; Howard C. Johnson,
South Freeport and Ft. Myers, FL; Charles Micoleau, Portland;
William B. (Tony) Owens, Jr., Cape Elizabeth; Sally C. Rooney,
Houlton; Robert Stewart, Cumberland Foreside; James A. St.
Pierre, Augusta; Ellen Wells, Falmouth; Carol A. Wishcamper,
Freeport.

TRUSTEES SOUGHT
Maine Chapter members are urged to send in names of
those who they feel would make good Trustees of the Maine
Chapter. Think of people who are knowledgeable and hard
working. Send nominations to:

Peter Corcoran, Chairman
Nominating Committee
Maine Chapter, The Nature Conservancy
20 Federal Street
Brunswick, Maine 04011

Executive Director, John W. Jensen
Stewardship Director, Karen M. Gustafson
Director of Land Protection, Kent W. Wommack
Editor, Mary Minor Lannon
Administrative Assistant. Deborah Clark
Secretary. Jeanne M. Desjardins Clerk-Typist, Barbara P. Clark

NEW LIFE M EMBERS OF T H E M AINE CH APTER
Life memberships of $1000 each are devoted entirely to the
Chapter in which they are given. This month, thanks go to
the following for their long term support:

THANK YOG
Thanks to all who gave so generously to the Annual
Appeal. It is these extra gifts which make such a difference in
meeting the operating budget and carrying on the variety of
land acquisition and stewardship programs which the Maine
Chapter has undertaken. We thank you.

o
II

C

R o

R
C M
T E
O
R
R

John. W. Jensen
Executive Director

Jasper Beach. You will not see that project on our list of
lands that the Maine Chapter has saved in 1983, but it is one
that the Conservancy deserves credit for helping to save. I’m
writing about Jasper Beach not because it is a particularly
unusual case, but rather because it is a good example of
something we work on every day, with little fanfare.
Jasper Beach in Machiasport is an area I have heard
people talk of for as long as I can remember. It is an out
standingly scenic beach covered with small black rocks
which look like pebbles of the mineral jasper.
Late last year, we wrote to two individuals about our
Islands o f Life campaign. One thing led to another and they
ended up offering to give TNC a parcel of land in Machias
port adjacent to Indian Head. After a trip to Machiasport,
we concluded that the land was simply not something that
TNC should own.
On the same day, Mike Gallagher from the State Bureau
of Parks and Recreation called to tell us that he was working
on a project with the Town of Machiasport to purchase a
small part of Jasper Beach and 25 acres of woodland behind

Paula Treder

Garden City, New York

it for a local park. Mike asked if we could help.
Machiasport is a rather small down-east town which
could not readily come up with the $50,000 or so needed to
make the purchase. The Federal government provides
money from gas, oil and mining royalty fees to help with the
purchase and development of such areas, but only on a
matching basis. The land could help provide the match.
We called the owners of the proposed gift, who were
agreeable to having the land held by the Town so long as it
would be protected. However, they wanted to make the gift
in 1983, yet the Town could not accept the gift until 1984 if
they were to generate the matching Federal funds. Could
TNC take the land and hold it in the interim?
We said yes. The Town of Machiasport held a special
Town meeting on December 28 and agreed to accept the
land. Kent Wommack (of the Conservancy staff) then
conducted the negotiations among the landowners, the
Town, and the State to make arrangements for the needed
appraisals, guarantees, title work, access and a wide range of
other technical and absolutely critical details.
On the last day, we found that the Feds had agreed to
waive the requirement that the gift be made in 1984 in order
to generate the matching funds. Based on this and seeing that
there was no longer any good reason for the land to come
first to TNC, we arranged for the land to be given directly to
the Town on the last business day of 1983.
Murphy’s Law applies to the Conservancy like everyone
else. All of this occurred while we were trying to nail down
final details on some nine other projects of our own in the
last weeks of 1983, in addition to our efforts to raise funds
for the Islands o f Life campaign.
While we do not show areas like Jasper Beach and the
parcel adjacent to Indian Head in our listing of lands we
have helped to save from development, we have worked
behind the scenes on many of them nonetheless.
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Morse Mountain (continued from page 1)
beach. (Smaller dune beaches exist farther east, but these
tend to to pocket beaches.) This is one of the few locations
where least terns and piping plovers nest, both considered
rare in Maine. The extensive marshes provide food and
shelter for over 100 species of birds as well as their nutrientrich waters being a nursery for shellfish and fin fish. Several
unusual plants and plant communities can be found in the
uplands.
It is perhaps peculiar that Morse Mountain, with its
beaches and uplands, was never developed like so many of
Maine’s other beaches. Nor was this lack of development
according to the plan of Mountain Farm and Seashore
Company who owned the property in 1892. Their illustrated
pamphlet describes in flowery Victorian terms a real estate
development of 200 small house lots and scores of inter
changing streets crisscrossing the dunes and climbing the
gentle slopes of Morse Mountain. Luckily, few of these lots
were sold and the integrity of the area was maintained.
After the failure of the Mountain Farm and Seashore
development, the property passed into a number of hands
and was not assembled again until George St. John, Sr.,
began acquiring it in 1938. It was a slow, steady process,
interrupted by World War II when Morse Mountain was
used as a submarine tracking station. It was George St.
John, Sr., who began the efforts to permanently protect the
land.
Today the Morse Mountain area is the site of an active re
search program conducted under the auspices of the Bates
College Biology Department. The Nature Conservancy has
participated in several projects; for example, the Small
Grants Program has supported tern research here as well as
an inventory of the lichens on the property. Beach ecologists
have studied the area for years.
While visitors willing to walk the 1Vi miles to the beach
area are welcome, there is very limited parking available on

the property and recreational use is discouraged. There are
no “trails” on the property nor is it anticipated that any
would be made.
The protection of the Morse Mountain Area, such an
unusual and significant property, is a tribute to the concern
and perserverance of a family and the many people who
worked with them over the years. The new gift is further
evidence of the continued effort to see the job completed.
Future generations can only be thankful.
Special Note: The St. John family has been awarded the 1984
Down East Magazine Environmental Award. The recognition
honors three generations o f the family who have done so much
to protect such a significant natural area.

CORPORATE NEWS
* The Islands o f Life campaign was given a tremendous
year-end boost when the Maine Chapter received a very
generous donation from the Falcon Shoe Manufacturing

Company.
Falcon Shoe is a Lewiston-based manufacturer of fine
shoes for boys and youths. Theodore C. Johanson is the
firm’s President.
The Board of Trustees gratefully acknowledges this
important gift and welcomes the Falcon Shoe Manu
facturing Company as a corporate supporter of the Maine
Chapter.
* Seven Islands Land Company in Bangor has a matching
gift program and will match contributions made by
employees to The Nature Conservancy.

KEY ADDmON TO
BOTLER PRESERVE
An additional 6 acres have been added to the Butler Pre
serve in Kennebunk, the gift of G. Robert Butler and his
sister Jane Butler, both of Kennebunk. This Preserve, which
fronts on the Kennebunk River, includes the well-known
local landmark of Picnic Rock, a large glacial boulder which
rests on the shore. The gift is being made in undivided partial
interests and when complete will bring TNC’s ownership to
12 acres.
The Butler Preserve now extends out to the Old Port
Road and includes about one-half mile of frontage along the
River. The River boundaries of the Butler and the adjacent
Marshall Preserves parallel one another.
The original portion of the Preserve was donated in 1972
and was followed in 1973 by a gift of some 181 acres on the
opposite shore of the Kennebunk River by Mrs. Lewis Keith
Marshall of Arundel. The two Preserves are considered as
one unit known as the Butler-Marshall Preserves.
Today, as Chairman of the Maine Chapter, Bob Butler is
able to see the completion of a Preserve begun so long ago.
Access to the Butler Preserve is via an old logging road. A
trail leads off from it to Picnic Rock. Many, however,
approach the Preserve from the water. It is a pleasant boat or
canoe trip from the Kennebunkport area. A summary sheet
for these Preserves is available from the Chapter Office.

PROTECTING
A BEACH
The First Steps
Are Taken
Jasper Beach

One of the more unusual beaches on the Maine Coast,
Jasper Beach in Machiasport may finally be on its way to
achieving some protection. This large cobble beach has long
been identified as an area worthy of protection both for its
scenic and geologic features. It is well known, both in and
out of the State, and receives considerable use.
The story, as with so many land projects, has some strange
twists. The Beach is currently owned by a number of
different private owners. In recent years there have been
increasing amounts of residential development around its
shores. Only one of the properties actually provides the
access to the Beach, but this owner had permitted the public
to traverse her property to reach the Beach. All well and
good.
Recently this property came on the market, along with
some land across the road. Although it would secure only a
small portion of Jasper Beach, the Town of Machiasport
jumped at the chance to acquire the property and assure that
access to the Beach is possible forever.
Naturally, this small community does not have the
thousands of dollars necessary to purchase the property.
Federal Land and Water Conservation Funds are, however,
available to the town if they can come up with matching
funds.
In the search for help, The Nature Conservancy was
brought into the picture. The Nature Conservancy’s interest
in Jasper Beach goes back to the early days of the Chapter.
The first natural areas survey done by the Chapter in 1962
identified Jasper Beach as one of 22 significant natural areas
in the State worthy of protection.
While searching for a solution, a fortuitous event
occurred. An 11-acre tract of land was offered to the Maine
Chapter in the Town of Machiasport. This wooded property
abuts Indian Head on Machias Bay and contains several
hundred feet of shoreline. It lies directly opposite Salt
Island, one of the areas being acquired by The Nature Con
servancy in the Islands o f Life effort.
It became apparent that although the property did not
possess the unusual features to be taken on as a Nature
Conservancy preserve, the gift of land could serve a very
valuable function by assisting in the acquisition of Jasper
Beach. The owners, Peter Plumb and Peter Murray of
Portland, concurred and subsequently donated the parcel
directly to the Town. This gift qualified the Town for
Federal matching monies relative to the value of a portion of
the gift.
This major unexpected boost to the Town’s fund-raising
effort to acquire Jasper Beach resulted in still another

Jasper Beach, or Howard’s Cove Beach as it is known on
the charts, is a gravel barrier spit extending some 800 meters
around Howard’s Cove on Machias Bay. What dis
tinguishes it from other gravel beaches, which are somewhat
common in Maine, is that the spit fronts on a tidal inlet on
the eastern end. Only two other gravel barrier spits associ
ated with inlets are found along the Maine coast, both
smaller. Jasper Beach has been registered by the State as a
Critical Area.
The reddish hue of the beach, from which the local name
of Jasper Beach developed, is due in part to small amounts of
jasper and iron impurities within the silica, which is found in
only a small amount of the stones on the Beach. Rhyolites,
which are dark, volcanic, polished stones (and often
mistaken for jasper), make up the largest amount of the
Beach.
important plus for the Town. Although it is a coastal
community, Machiasport has very little coastal property
available to its citizens. It owns only one small mainland
piece and Round Island in Machias Bay. Thus the addition
of 11 acres of Town-owned coastal property has been
enthusiastically received by the Town’s people.
Although progress has been made, the Town is still
$20,000 short of the funds necessary to acquire this portion
of Jasper Beach. The Town’s Conservation Committee is
now organizing a major drive to secure these remaining
funds. Persons interested in learning more of this effort or
interested in helping should contact Town Committee
members Alan Larsen or Marion Davis in Machiasport.
In this case, although The Nature Conservancy did not
ultimately hold title to the land, it was able to provide
valuable assistance. TNC regularly works with other con
servation groups or local communities to help them protect
important areas, and is often able to lend expertise and
specialized skills to bring a project like this to fruition. In
South Bristol, for example, TNC helped the Town receive
the Tracy property as a Town park; and in Warren, the
Meadow Mountain property became a Town forest.
Although the parcel ot land to be acquired is but a small
portion of the Beach, it will protect the access and will
ensure, if successful, that the public can continue to enjoy the
beauties of Jasper Beach into the future. Continued con
servation efforts will be necessary if the long term goal of
protecting the entire beach is ultimately to be attained.
(Note: A report describing the Beach in some detail is
available from the Critical Areas Program, State Planning
Office, Augusta, Maine 04333.)

PORTION OF
CRUMPLE ISLAND
DONATED

Crumple Island
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Rocky and exposed, Crumple Island lies off the southwest
side of Great Wass Island in Western Bay in the Town of
Beals. Thanks to the gift of Mrs. John Beckwith of Bristol,
Connecticut, the Maine Chapter now owns a portion of this
significant natural area.
Growing on the exposed granite shore and headlands are
at least six small, but rare plants. The rarest, Montia lamprosperma (blinks) is found only on one other site in the United

UPPER BIRCH ISLAND
ACQUIRED
Acquisition of Upper Birch Island in Addison has been
successfully completed! This oval-shaped Island of 27 acres
rises steeply from Pleasant Bay, before it plateaus out at
some 60’ above the sea. Except for one cobble beach, sheer
15’ cliffs surround the Island.
Upper Birch is best known for its colony of great blue
herons. At last count, there were some 80 nests occupying 23 acres of the Island. Upper Birch is uniformly wooded, and
the nests occur in both softwood and hardwood trees.
This small Island is also located in a region of substantial
bald eagle activity. From time to time it, too, has supported
successful nesting birds, although not in the past few years.
Nevertheless, maintenance of the area as an undisturbed
natural area will help ensure that there is available habitat in
the future for this endangered species.
The acquisition of Upper Birch Island was made possible
by the many gifts to the Islands o f Life campaign. A special
thanks to all who helped achieve this goal with their
generous contributions.

States (on Great Wass Island). Birds-eye primrose (Primula
laurentiana) and marsh felwort (Lomatogonium rotatum)
are rare nationally, while baked appleberry (R.
Chamaemourus), roseroot stonecrop (Sedum rosea), and
beachhead iris (Iris hookeri) are all rare on the state and
regional level. The rare plants occur all over the Island and in
unusual density, seeming to thrive in the otherwise harsh
conditions.
About half of the Island is actually unvegetated, and the
remainder of the Island is covered only with low shrubs and
herbaceous plants. No trees have been able to survive the
extreme weather conditions which batter this Island.
Crumple Island was used by the Coast Guard from 1880 to
the early 1930’s, due to its location at the outer edge of this
rugged portion of the coast. It has been popular locally for
occasional picnics and day visits. Two small cabins, not on
the Conservancy’s portion, have also been used from time to
time.
Looking to the future, The Nature Conservancy will
continue to work for the ultimate protection of the entire 25acre Island. A detailed inventory and master plan will be
completed in 1984.

v ' FOR WILDLIFE
Don’t forget that there is a Wildlife Checkoff on the
Maine Income Tax form this year. Known as the “Chickadee
Checkoff” because of the program’s symbol, it is destined to
go toward research and programs for non-game species;
such as loons, bald eagles, terns, some kinds of reptiles, and
fish. The Tax Return offers a space where the taxpayer can
authorize a contribution to the Maine Endangered and Non
game Wildlife Fund.
The Checkoff was initiated by the Legislature last session
to try to correct an imbalance in the State’s wildlife pro
grams. Currently, most of the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife’s funding comes from sales of hunting
and fishing licenses with the result that programs are con
cerned mainly with game species — deer, waterfowl, and
upland game. The checkoff should provide some muchneeded funds for the non-game species of the State.
5Z5Z525KJ5H5HSH5HS25Z52S

RECOGNIZING MAINE’S NATURAL RARITIES
A PROGRAM IN TROUBLE
It was ten years ago that the Legislature created the
mechanism to inventory and register the rare natural areas
of the State of Maine, an outgrowth of the New England
wide Natural Areas Inventory which in Maine was under
taken by the Natural Resources Council. The 1973 legisla
tion specifically mandated that the Program have no regu
lating powers and could not acquire any land, but rather was
to encourage landowners to voluntarily protect outstanding
features. It created a Citizen Board to advise the director in
registering the best areas, but gave it no permanent staff and
only meager funding. Thus, the Critical Areas Program
(CAP) was born.
The Program was established at a time when concern for
the environment was particularly high in Maine. Through
the foresight of several in the State Planning Office, in which
it was housed, a portion of the Federal Coastal Zone
Management Funds was able to be tapped to augment the
small State appropriation, to hire a director and to initiate
the inventories which were to be the basis of the Critical
Areas work. Still with no permanent staff (one permanent
position was finally created in 1983), and continued low
State appropriations, it became a yearly struggle to acquire
enough funds to allow the Program to carry on.
Undaunted, the Critical Areas Program has pushed for
ward, taking its mission seriously. Some 80 statewide inven
tories have been produced on subjects ranging from wading
shore birds and rare orchids, to white water rapids and
gorges. In addition, 111 shorter botanical fact sheets, 25
miscellaneous reports, and 25 educational brochures have
been completed, all available to the public. The work has
been performed mostly by experts on a contract basis, a
means by which the CAP has been able to stretch its meager
funds. Recent college graduates have helped process the
great amount of information collected and prepared the
registrations.
It is exciting work, searching the State for all the locations
of a particular rare orchid, a small snail, rose quartz crystal,
or the yellow-nosed vole, or detailing the geological and
botanical features of sand beach systems in Maine. It
involves searching records and libraries as well as extensive
field work.
It takes much time and patience. But it is rewarding,
fitting the pieces of the natural history puzzle together,
finding the missing ones. And there are always new
discoveries. Recently the CAP staff went to the Rockland
Bog to confirm a location for the rare orchid Arethusa and
came back not only having located it, but also a plant much
rarer, the moonwort fern (Botrychium lunaria). An added
benefit is that the owner, the City of Rockland, upon
learning of this discovery, has launched an aggressive effort
to protect the Bog.
Planning Reports, summarizing the results of the inven
tories, recommend registration of the best examples of each
species or feature described. These areas are then carefully
reviewed by the Citizen Board which considers not only the
scientific data, but the landowner’s attitude and other
possible impacts registration might have. Some 486 areas
have been registered to date. About 40 more are qualified,
but for a variety of reasons remain unregistered. Two
hundred additional areas, including the most outstanding
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rare plant sites on the St. John River and the best examples
of old growth forests, are now in the registration process.
Chief among the components of the Critical Areas
Program is landowner contact. Not only does the process
involve an initial visit, but the contact is maintained. An
impressive 95% of the landowners respond to annual status
requests. This gives the Program an opportunity to discover
if the natural feature has changed or if further protective
measures are necessary, as well as a chance for the landowner to learn more about the natural feature. CAP has
developed a good working relationship with landowners
large and small.
On the whole, the impact of the Program is positive; it
does not carry the negative aspects sometimes perceived to
be part of regulatory agencies. CAP has been careful not to
publicize information which might be detrimental to an
area.
Over *4 of the registered areas are State owned. Data on
these areas provided by CAP has proved more useful to the
responsible State agencies which may not have had the time
to research them themselves. A few special inventories have
been conducted on State lands at the request of agencies,
including those on the Scientific Forestry portion of Baxter
Park, the Mahoosuc Range and the State’s peatlands.
Agencies like the Department of Transportation regularly
use CAP data in their planning.
Thirty areas are owned by towns. Frequently, towns were
were unaware that they owned a significant feature — or
were unaware of its importance. For example, Houlton was
about to mine an esker for gravel until CAP alerted the City
of the significance of this unusual geologic feature.
By tar, however, the largest number of areas are privately
owned and remain so. Many hundreds of landowners have
been contacted about unusual natural features on their land.
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For the most part, they have appreciated the recognition,
often learned from the process (many were unaware of the
presence of the feature), and are now better able to protect it
themselves.
Some landowners have sought long-term protection for
their land. A number of properties have come to The Nature
Conservancy as the result of registration as a Critical Area;
for example, the Brothers and Hay Ledge off Port Clyde.
Since the beginning of the program, TNC has been a
major user of and contributor to the information generated.
There has been much cooperation and interaction between
the two organizations. About 15 of TNC’s preserves have
registered Critical Areas on them, and more and more of the
new preserves, such as those included in the Islands o f Life,
include Critical Areas.
The Critical Areas Program has been a leader in many
ways: its work has earned it a national reputation. In 1980,
CAP won an Achievement Award from the Department of
the Interior. One of the strengths of the Program is that it has
been around for so long that a substantial basis of infor
mation has been accumulated. Moreover, because the infor
mation is written for the layman, it is useful to many. Still,
the Program is careful not to publicize sensitive areas. The
Program receives numerous requests for this information
from school children to State agencies, from individual
citizens to organizations such as The Nature Conservancy. It
is a primary source of information on the State’s natural
history.
Perhaps the Program’s most innovative effort has been
The Landowner’s Options. This booklet describes in
succinct and clear language just what possibilities are
available to a landowner in Maine who wants to protect
property. Used as a model for similar guides in other states,
it is currently being updated by the Maine Coast Heritage
Trust, which had originally written it for CAP in the mid1970’s.
The Program has used its information to educate the
public in other ways. For example, it supplied the data for
the comprehensive rivers legislation passed last session, and
last spring it sponsored a state-wide conference on rare
plants.
Ironically, in spite of all this success, the Program is in
trouble, the result of Federal budget cutbacks. Coastal Zone
Management Funds are diminishing, and the priorities of
the natural resources agencies are changing. The Critical
Areas Program currently has no money for contracts, and its
staff has been reduced to one. The long-term solution is
clearly in more State support to replace the missing Federal
dollars.
The result of the cutbacks means that inventory work is
not going on, and the material already collected is not being
developed into registrations. All work on the State’s rare
plants and old growth forests has come to a halt. Hank
Tyler, Director of the Program since its beginning (and
former TNC Trustee), estimates that the inventory work is
only about half completed.
It is hoped that the beneficiaries of the Program, from the
individuals, to the State agencies and the organizations, will
not let this important work falter for lack of State funding,
and will work to seek ways to ensure that the all important
process of identifying and recognizing the State’s most
valuable and unique natural areas can continue as an
integral and well-funded part of the State’s program.
(Note: A list o f publications available from the Critical
Areas Program can be obtained by writing to Hank Tyler,
Director, Critical Areas Program, State Planning Office,
Augusta, Maine 04333)

APPLETON BOG

RECOGNIZED
NATIONALLY
Good news came early in 1984 when word was received
that Appleton Bog had been named a National Natural
Landmark by the Department of the Interior. Lying just 15
miles west of Camden, the 630-acre Bog contains the largest
and best example of one of the few remaining stands of
virgin Atlantic white cedar (Chamaecyparis thoides), in
what is the northeastern-most extent of its range. The site
was> nominated for Landmark status some years ago after a
site evaluation was completed by Dr. Ian Worley of the Uni
versity of Vermont, but no further action had been taken by
the Department. It was named a Critical Area by the State of
Maine in 1981.
The Conservancy’s involvement in Appleton Bog began in
1973 when one of the Chapter’s founders, Miss Dorothea
Marston, acquired an 85-acre strip in the Bog and donated it
to the Maine Chapter. As seen on the map, most of TNC’s
ownership falls within the Landmark boundary and is
largely cedar swamp. Since 1973, TNC has remained active
in the effort to protect more of the Bog, a project compli
cated by the number of owners involved. Landmark status
officially recognizes the Bog as an area of national signifi
cance, but has no effect on ownership.
Pure cedar stands occupy some 230 acres of the Bog. They
are found in four large sections growing on hummocks
which are slightly above the water table. In some portions,
there are as many as 4,250 trees per acre. Trees average 6 to
16 inches in diameter, with a few reaching heights of over 60
feet.
On most of the hummocks, numerous herbaceous plants
are found including royal and cinnamon fern, a great variety
of peat mosses (Sphagnum spp.), sundews, and a few
insectivorous pitcher plants. Low areas, under water much
of the time, separate these hummocks. Where the cedars
have fallen, new hummocks are forming. Although perhaps
uninviting to man, this Bog is dynamic and thriving. The
rarity of its species in this northern location makes it a very
special place.
Three other Conservancy properties have been designated
National Natural Landmarks: The Hermitage, adjacent to
Katahdin Iron Works, Crystal Bog in Crystal and Sherman,
and the Colby-Marston Bog now owned by Colby College in
Waterville. Damariscove Island off Boothbay is a National
Historic Landmark.
(For more information about this unusual Bog, writefo r the
Appleton Bog Summary Sheet, available from the Chapter
office.)
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STEWARDSHIP
Dear Maine Chapter Members, friends and future friends!
In her final (and my first) month on the job, Karen Gustaf
son and I attempted to review every conceivable aspect of the
Chapter Stewardship program and each of the nearly 100
preserves, easements and transferred properties. We dipped
into every file, from Appleton Bog to Wreck Island, from
stewardship finances to the Douglas Mountain trash barrel.
I am afraid my brain was tilled to the brim long before
Karen’s was even half empty of useful details and drops of
“steworldly wisdom.” This is certainly not a job one learns in
a month, or even a year. But then, the opportunity of new
challenges and continual learning is one of the things I most
look forward to about working with The Nature Con
servancy. And, I am terrifically fortunate to have had Karen
go before me, clearing my path of all kinds of loose ends,
leaving a clear, well-charted course for me to follow.
Though the preserves are now wrapped tightly in winter,
my first tasks anticipate the summer season: decide field
work priorities; hire summer interns and review Small
Grants applications; begin to arrange the 1984 field trip
schedule and the annual meeting, design a tracking system to
monitor lands TNC has transferred to other agencies; and
contact individuals to serve as local stewards for our new
preserves. I am eager to meet as many Stewardship Com
mittees and visit as many preserves as possible, and hope to
start soon — on skis, if necessary!
I have set a tentative date of Saturday, April 28, for the
Fourth Annual Stewardship Workshop. I look forward to
that event as a great chance to meet and talk with many of
you and share ideas about our increasingly complex re
sponsibilities as land stewards. (You will be hearing more
details about the Workshop shortly.)
As I read through master plans and preserve files, I am
impressed with how many people have contributed their
time, thoughts, and caring to the continued protection of our
Conservancy lands. Though many things about the Con
servancy have changed in the last decade, clearly the strong
tradition of dedicated volunteer effort lives on. It is very
reassuring to me to know that I have such resources of local
knowledge and assistance on which to rely as I look ahead to
the challenges of stewardship.
I look forward to working with you!
Barbara Vickery
Stewardship Director

INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE
The 1984 intern flyer is out! Four or five interns will be
hired to fill the following positions:
Douglas Mountain Caretaker/Interpreter - part-time,
June 25-September 7.
Damariscove Island Caretaker/Interpreter-one full or
two part-time, June 4-September 7.
Stewardship Intern — full time, June 4-August 24.
Stewardship Assistant — full time, June 4-August 24.
The Stewardship Intern position is supported by the
Richard Saltonsall, Jr. Memorial Student Internship
Endowment Fund. The income from this Fund is dedicated
both to further the Chapter’s ability to care for and manage
its preserves, and to provide some practical and educational
experience for interns. This Memorial Fund was established
in honor of Richard Saltonstall, Jr., long-time friend and
supporter of The Nature Conservancy and former ViceChairman of the Maine Chapter Board.
The Stewardship Assistant position is supported in part
by the Rachel Carson Memorial Fund, monies left to the
Chapter by the late Rachel Carson, and gifts to the Chapter
in her memory.
The deadline for applications is March 3. The flyer de
scribing the positions is available from the Chapter office.
(The Nature Conservancy is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.)

NEWS OF PRESERVES
A Snowy Owl has apparently taken up winter quarters on
Damariscove Island again this year.
Heavy winds in December caused the blow downs of a
number of trees on Great 1Vass Island and Indian PointBlagden Preserves.

ANNUAL MEETING
This year’s meeting is set for August 11 in the Machias area.
Mark your calendars and watch for further details in future
newsletters!

TH E N A TU RE CO N SERVA N CY
Maine Chapter

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Gifts in memory of the following have been given to the
Maine Chapter since the last newsletter.
Elizabeth Montgomery
Helen Tiller
Frederic and Frances Ballard
Richard Saltonstall, Jr.
Gladys Chamberlain
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